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A Reading from Matthew 21:1-11 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs 
them.” And he will send them immediately. This took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, look, your king is 
coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.’ 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is 
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
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Psalm 118:19-29 
 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *  
    his mercy endures for ever.  
 2 Let Israel now proclaim, *  
    “His mercy endures for ever.”  
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *  
    I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.  
 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; *  
    he who is righteous may enter.”  
 21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *  
    and have become my salvation.  
 22 The same stone which the builders rejected *  
    has become the chief cornerstone.  
 23 This is the LORD’s doing, *  
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
 24 On this day the LORD has acted; *  
    we will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 25 Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! *  
    LORD, send us now success.  
 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; *  
    we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 
 according to Matthew 26:30-56, 69-75; 27:15-26, 32-54 
 

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus 
told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I 
have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” Peter replied, “Even if all fall away 
on account of you, I never will.” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very 
night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” But Peter 
declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the 
other disciples said the same. 
 

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 
them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said 
to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with me.” Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will.” Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. 
“Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible 
for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 
 

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 
So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the 
same thing. Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered 
into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a 
large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the 
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I 
kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” 
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of 
Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. 
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“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword 
will die by the sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once 
put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” In that hour Jesus said 
to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and 
clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not 
arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 

Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus 
Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you 
want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For 
he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. 
While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t 
have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today 
in a dream because of him.” But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 
 

“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” they answered. “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has 
he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” All the people answered, 
“His blood is on us and on our children!” 
 

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over 
to be crucified. 
 

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they 
forced him to carry the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
“the place of the skull”). There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; 
but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over him 
there. Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
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Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who 
are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come 
down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” In the same way the chief priests, 
the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. “He saved others,” they said, 
“but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from 
the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if 
he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” In the same way the rebels who 
were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 
 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. About 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” 
(which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). When some of 
those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
 

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put 
it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” And when Jesus had cried out again in a 
loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split, and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared 
to many people. 
 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 
earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely 
he was the Son of God!” 
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The Prayers of the People  
 

Our Savior comes to us humbly, riding a donkey and proclaiming a message of 
peace.  Let us pray for the church, for Earth and all its creatures, and for all people 
in need, saying, Hear us, Lord.  Hear us. 
 

That Christians hear and share the word of God as true disciples. 
 

That all ends of the earth receive the words of the king of peace. 
 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord.  Hear us. 
 
That all leaders, of church and of state, prefer humble service to empty power. 
 
That all people live with gratitude for the gifts of nourishment, friendship, family, 
trust, patience, and hope with the courage and wisdom to change whatever fails to 
be life-giving. 
 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord.  Hear us. 
 
That those who see the cross starkly revealed in their lives draw strength from the 
name that is above every other name. 
 
That we might live with gratitude for our ancestors whose faith and witness have 
nourished our own, that all who mourn today will be comforted, and that we, who 
hope to greet Jesus when he comes again, will be ready and filled with joy. 
 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord.  Hear us. 
 
We pray for those physically affected by the coronavirus. Give courage and health 
to those who suffer. Grant peace to any who will come to meet you. Help us to cast 
away all fear. 
 
We pray for all who are sheltering in their homes, especially for those living alone. 
We pray for families with children that parents are blessed with patience and kind 
hearts as the days increase. 
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Let us be humble, and with gratitude for what we have, may we wait for the 
passing of this virus calmly, knowing that you are with us always. 
 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord.  Hear us. 
 
God our creator, you show your sons and daughters the way to freedom through 
the gentle model of life of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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The Confession of Sin 
 

 Presider: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 People: God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will.  Amen. 

 

 Presider:  May God love you and have mercy on you; 
     Through the cross of Christ, pardon you and set you free. 
     God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself. 
     In the name of the Source, the Word, and the Spirit. Amen. 
 

     May the peace of God be always with you. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Sursum Corda is a form of introduction to prayer. 
Here begins the Great Thanksgiving. 

 

 Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues. 
 

Praise and thanksgiving belong to you, God of every blessing, for you shaped 
all creation to grow into your abundant and eternal harvest. You called a holy 
people to share life with you, and when they were captive in Egypt, with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, you brought them out of oppression 
through the temptations of the wilderness into a land flowing with milk and 
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honey. In time, your Son came among us, facing wilderness and temptation 
and hunger to bring us out of bondage to sin and to taste and see that you, the 
Lord, are good.  

 

And so we thank you with angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven as we join the unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 The Presider continues. 
 

God of mercy, you gave your people manna day by day during their time of 
testing; and because no one can live by bread alone, you gave Jesus to be our 
bread from heaven. Send your Holy Spirit upon your church to live as a sign 
of the way you transform this manna into mercy for all. With your Spirit, bless 
this bread and this cup that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 

At supper with his disciples, Jesus took bread, he gave you thanks, he broke 
the bread, and he gave it to them, saying, “Take; eat. This is my body which is 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup. Again, he gave you thanks and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

Presider:   Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

People:   Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 
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Presider continues. 
 

Faithful God, whose Son did not escape suffering and death but accepted and 
finally overcame them, bring your disciples by the way of his cross to the joy 
of Easter. Strengthen your church to resist evil of every kind and turn from sin. 
With your mighty hand and outstretched arm, uphold those enduring trials 
and any who know their very life is at stake. Be with your children who are 
heavy laden and all who labor beneath the misuse of power by another.  

 

Amid temptations to be successful, shape your children first to be faithful to 
your kingdom until the day when in your resurrected glory there is one life, 
one sharing, one holy communion among all the saints with you to whom all 
glory belongs forever, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 The Presider says: 
 

  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

Everyone says. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

 



 12 

The Fraction 
 

 Presider:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
 People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

The Invitation 
 

 Presider:  Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 People:   May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 
 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
 

We give you thanks and praise, O God, 
 for the free and abundant gift of grace 
 you have given us in Jesus Christ. 
Let the simple gifts of our lives 
 be a sign of our unending gratitude 
 for your undying love 

 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

 Presider:  Go forward, knowing that you do not go this way alone. Nor do we 
have to be afraid, for the Word of God strengthens us and the Holy 
Spirit guides our path. 

 

       And may the peace that passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s son, Jesus 
Christ. May the blessing of God, our mother and father, and of Jesus, 
who redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit, who sustains us, be with us this 
day and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 Presider: Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
 People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a community of people who share our joy 
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