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The Prelude 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray. 
 

The Presider says. 
 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit 
by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scripture Genesis 22:1-14 
 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, 

‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there 

as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the 

morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the 

wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. 

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young 

men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will 

come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he 

himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father 

Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but 

where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-

offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together. 

 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood 

in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached 

out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and 

said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 

anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went 

and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  
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So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord 

it shall be provided.’ 

 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 13 
 

 1 How long, O LORD? will you forget me for ever? *  
    how long will you hide your face from me?  
 2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,  
   and grief in my heart, day after day? *  
    how long shall my enemy triumph over me?  
 3 Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; *  
    give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;  
 4 Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” *  
    and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.  
 5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *  
    my heart is joyful because of your saving help.  
 6 I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; *  
    I will praise the Name of the LORD Most High. 
 
 

A Reading from the New Testament Romans 6:12-23 
 

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No 

longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness but present yourselves to God as 

those who have been brought from death to life and present your members to God as instruments of 

righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not 

know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 

obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to 

God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of 

teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves 

of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you 

once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present 

your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 

 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you then 

get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death.  
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But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. 

The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

 Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The Gospel 
 

 Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
    according to Matthew 10:40-42. 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 

Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 

and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 

tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’ 

 

 Presider: The Gospel of the Lord 
 People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon   The Reverend Judy Baldwin 

 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Creator of all things seen and unseen, you blew the Spirit of Christ into the apostles and disciples, 
freeing your people from death, and captivating us with your steadfast love.  
 

You raised us as the body of Christ, the church in the world, to proclaim the good news of salvation. For 
the sake of the world we pray, Hear us, Lord. Hear us.  
 

We pray for all whom you call into the work of the church. May they know the presence of your Spirit 
to strengthen, guide, correct, comfort, and challenge them. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
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We pray for all whose lives are touched by the church’s witness. Through us may they feel the healing 
hands of Christ Jesus serving them with gentleness, kindness, grace, and love. 
 

We pray for the world into which you call the church. Help us to be faithful in giving ourselves for the 
sake of the gospel to create peace and justice in the communities in which we live.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

In your Spirit, let us show the peace of Christ to a world caught in violence. Help us to share the bread 
of heaven with a world of hunger, and to do our part in supplying physical food as well. 
 

We pray for the faithfulness to offer living water to a world of pollution and ask that you lead the way 
with your gifts of faith, hope, and love. Let these sustain us as we work to reclaim your world.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

We pray that our hearts be opened to hear, take in and digest truths beyond our present lives. Let us 
understand as we are able the experience of those different from us and let us work together with trust 
and good will. 
 

Give us courage, dear Lord, in the face of illness and isolation and uncomfortable, annoying rules, to 
sacrifice some ease of living for the well-being of one another. Let our love for each other and for you 
guide our every choice. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

Officiant: Closing Prayer 
 
 

The Confession of Sin 
 

 Presider: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 People:    God of all mercy,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 
 in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
 the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 that we may abide in your love  
 and serve only your will.  Amen. 

 

The Presider says 
 

May God love you and have mercy upon you; 
Through the cross of Christ, pardon you and set you free. 
God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself. 
In the name of the Source, the Word, and the Spirit. Amen. 
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The Peace 
 

 Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 
 

Welcome to Holy Nativity 
 

We welcome everyone to Holy Nativity 
and announce upcoming events. 

 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Presentation Hymn  Ocean 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Sursum Corda is a form of introduction to prayer. 
Here begins the Great Thanksgiving. 

 

 Presider: The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues. 
 

Creative God, source of all life and ground of our being, you are the vibrant energy dancing at the 
center of the universe. Through us, you move; and through us, you are made known to the world. 
Co-creators with you, we are emboldened to move beyond ourselves to find courage to let go of 
old ways and welcome new life.  
 

For by water and the Holy Spirit, you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show 
forth your glory in all the world.  
 

And so in concert with those of every generation who have been touched by your redeeming love, 
we lift our praise to you. 
 

Sanctus 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
   God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
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 The Presider continues. 
 

Holy God, known and beyond all knowing, in your image you created us, male and female, 
giving the earth into our care. In our arrogance, we lost touch with the breath of God within us 
and the divinity of the creation, growing blind to its beauty and deaf to its harmonies. But 
through Christ, born of a woman, your deep abiding love reclaimed us and re-aligned us with 
the flow of the universe. 
 

On the evening in an upper room, with his friends around him, our brother Jesus blessed the 
bread, broke it, and shared it with all who were gathered, saying, “This bread is my body, an 
offering of God’s love for all. When you eat it, remember me.” 
  
Taking the cup of wine, he blessed it and shared it with all who were gathered, saying, “Take this 
wine. It is my blood.  God’s promise of new life for all. When you drink it, remember me.” 
 

God, in memory of Jesus, who healed people and washed disciples’ feet, who loved children and 
honored outcasts, who fed people and turned water into wine, who died and rose to new and 
unending life – we ask that you breathe on this bread and this wine, filling them with the 
transforming power of the Christ. 
 

 All: 
 

Breathe through us, God, that our bodies, minds, souls, and spirits may be filled with your 
life-giving presence. Make us again a holy people, strongly bound to you, firmly rooted in the 
earth, with eyes to see all life as sacred. Empower us to spread the light of Christ in our 
troubled and confusing world. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Presider: And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

All: 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 

 Presider: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
 People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 

The Invitation 
 

 Presider: Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 People:   May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 
 
 

Communion 

 
 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
 

 God of abundance,  
  you have fed us with the bread of life  
  and the cup of salvation;  
  you have united us with Christ and one another, 
  and you have made us one with all your people  
  in heaven and on earth. 
 Now, send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
  that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
  and continue for ever in the risen life  
  of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

The Closing Hymn  Amazing Grace 
 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

 Presider: Go forward, knowing that you do not go this way alone. Nor do we have to be afraid, for 
the Word of God strengthens us and the Holy Spirit guides our path. 

 

      And may the peace that passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of God’s son, Jesus Christ. May the blessing of God, our 
mother and father, and of Jesus, who redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit, who sustains us, 
be with us this day and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 Presider: Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

The Postlude  
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY NATIVITY 
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6700 West 83rd Street, Los Angeles, California 90045 310.670.4777 
holynativitylax@gmail.com www.holynativityparish.org 
 

Senior Warden  Janet Murry 
Junior Warden  Jerry Gebhardt 
Vestry Members  Kirk Anderson, Ben Davis, Jerry Gebhardt, Keiichi Matsumoto 
     Janet Murry, Annette, Owens, Margie Wakeman Wells 

 
 

Altar Guild Director Carol Garvey 
Choir Accompanist and Leader Rose Chen 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries Michaela Matsumoto 
FEAST Director (Faith Enrichment and Spiritual Training) Dr. Brad Elliott Stone 
Garden Manager  Anita Banu 
Lay Associate for Pastoral Care Roxanne Hill 
Parish Administrator Barbara Kaye 
Sexton    Kirk Anderson 
Treasurer   Benjamin Davis 

 

DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
 

Bishop Diocesan  The Right Reverend John H. Taylor 
Bishop Suffragan  The Right Reverend Diane Jardine-Bruce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a community of people who share our joy 

in the peace and love of God with our children and neighbors.   
We support each other as we celebrate God’s blessings in our 

lives through worship, prayer, music, and service to others. 


