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The Prelude 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray. 
 

The Presider says. 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scripture Genesis 29:15-28 
 

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, 

what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the 

name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob 

loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, 

“It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob 

served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for 

her. 

 

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So 

Laban gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast. But in the evening he took his 

daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 

daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is 

this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 

Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the 

week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 

Jacob did so and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 

 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 3 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
 

 1  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * 
   make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
   and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 3  Glory in his holy Name; * 
   let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 4  Search for the Lord and his strength; * 
   continually seek his face. 
 5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 
   his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
   O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 7  He is the Lord our God; * 
   his judgments prevail in all the world. 
 8  He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 
   the promise he made for a thousand generations: 
 9  The covenant he made with Abraham, * 
   the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
 10  Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 
   an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
 11  Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan * 
   to be your allotted inheritance." 
 45b Hallelujah! 
 
 

A Reading from the New Testament Romans 8:26-39 
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also 

called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 

Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
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Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The Gospel 
 

 Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
    according to Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52. 
 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 

greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 

with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy 

he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 

when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So 

it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
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“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 

who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

 Presider: The Gospel of the Lord 
 People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon   The Reverend Judy Baldwin 

 

The Prayers of the People  
 

Holy God, we do not know how to pray but that Jesus invites us into the life he shares with you. And so 
we pray to live more fully in your way. Receive us now in our frailty, our complacency, and our desire 
to be made whole as we pray: Hear us, Lord. Hear us.  
 

We pray for your church all over the world, that we would be seed and yeast where life has grown 
barren and dangerous. May the life we discover in you bind us to each other and to the world you love. 
No need is beyond the strength of your call, and no child of yours is expendable. Merciful God give us 
wisdom and courage beyond our imagining. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

We pray for unsettled economies and those whose needs are overlooked in the choices of the powerful. 
Give us leaders who understand the needs of their people in these times of unemployment and disease. 
May we, who know so much privilege, bear our responsibilities with open hearts and open hands.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

We pray for friends and strangers in the grip of addiction. There are so many ways we humans try to fill 
our hearts and stop our pain with what will help only for a day. Make us able workers and companions 
to heal one another and bless us with hope that bears fruit. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

We pray for all who stand at the thresholds of life: for your children who are soon to be born and your 
children whose education, well-being and safety are withheld. Change the hearts and minds of those in 
power to respect the present and future lives of these young people who have the potential to change 
the world.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
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We give thanks for new people to love, ideas to ponder, work to do, and we   marvel at the sturdy 
friendships and persistent memories that sustain us when the way is hard. May we be worthy of such 
faithfulness and may each relationship be a reminder of your love and your provision.  
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
  

We thank you for the gifts of music and song, for notes that speak when words fail. We thank you for 
this way to share joy and courage from our hearts. Give strength to leaders who call forth the best from 
us as we give voice together to our hope for a better world. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

Holy One, keep calling us into the world, your world, as seed and yeast and treasure. Equip each of us 
for the challenges we face as we learn to live and worship in unlikely ways and places. You are the 
source of our song and the well from which we pray, wherever we may be. By the power of your Spirit, 
we make our prayer with resurrection hope, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, Lord. Hear us. 
 

Officiant: Closing Prayer 
 
 

The Confession of Sin 
 

 Presider: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 People:    God of all mercy,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 
 in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
 the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 that we may abide in your love  
 and serve only your will.  Amen. 

 

The Presider says 
 

May God love you and have mercy upon you; 
Through the cross of Christ, pardon you and set you free. 
God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself. 
In the name of the Source, the Word, and the Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 
 

 Presider: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
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Welcome to Holy Nativity 
 

We welcome everyone to Holy Nativity 
and announce upcoming events. 

 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Presentation Hymn  We're Marching to Zion 

   Lift Every Voice and Sing II, No. 12 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Sursum Corda is a form of introduction to prayer. 
Here begins the Great Thanksgiving. 

 

 Presider: The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The Presider continues. 
 

Creative God, source of all life and ground of our being, you are the vibrant energy dancing at the 
center of the universe. Through us, you move; and through us, you are made known to the world. 
Co-creators with you, we are emboldened to move beyond ourselves to find courage to let go of 
old ways and welcome new life.  
 

For by water and the Holy Spirit, you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show 
forth your glory in all the world.  
 

And so in concert with those of every generation who have been touched by your redeeming love, 
we lift our praise to you. 
 

Sanctus 
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
   God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Presider continues. 
 

Holy God, known and beyond all knowing, in your image you created us, male and female, 
giving the earth into our care. In our arrogance, we lost touch with the breath of God within us 
and the divinity of the creation, growing blind to its beauty and deaf to its harmonies. But 
through Christ, born of a woman, your deep abiding love reclaimed us and re-aligned us with 
the flow of the universe. 
 

On the evening in an upper room, with his friends around him, our brother Jesus blessed the 
bread, broke it, and shared it with all who were gathered, saying, “This bread is my body, an 
offering of God’s love for all. When you eat it, remember me.” 
  

Taking the cup of wine, he blessed it and shared it with all who were gathered, saying, “Take this 
wine. It is my blood.  God’s promise of new life for all. When you drink it, remember me.” 
 

God, in memory of Jesus, who healed people and washed disciples’ feet, who loved children and 
honored outcasts, who fed people and turned water into wine, who died and rose to new and 
unending life – we ask that you breathe on this bread and this wine, filling them with the 
transforming power of the Christ. 
 

 All: 
 

Breathe through us, God, that our bodies, minds, souls, and spirits may be filled with your 
life-giving presence. Make us again a holy people, strongly bound to you, firmly rooted in the 
earth, with eyes to see all life as sacred. Empower us to spread the light of Christ in our 
troubled and confusing world. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Presider: And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

All: 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 

 Presider: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
 People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 

The Invitation 
 

 Presider: Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 People:   May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us. 
 

Communion 

 
The Post-Communion Prayer 
 

 God of abundance,  
  you have fed us with the bread of life  
  and the cup of salvation;  
  you have united us with Christ and one another, 
  and you have made us one with all your people  
  in heaven and on earth. 
 Now, send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
  that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
  and continue for ever in the risen life  
  of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

The Closing Hymn  This Land Is Your Land 
   Woody Guthrie 
 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

 Presider: Go forward, knowing that you do not go this way alone. Nor do we have to be afraid, for 
the Word of God strengthens us and the Holy Spirit guides our path. 

 

      And may the peace that passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of God’s son, Jesus Christ. May the blessing of God, our 
mother and father, and of Jesus, who redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit, who sustains us, 
be with us this day and forevermore. Amen. 

 

 Presider: Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

The Postlude 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY NATIVITY 
THE REVEREND JUDY BALDWIN, INTERIM RECTOR 

Cell.305.393.3395 
 

 
 

6700 West 83rd Street, Los Angeles, California 90045 310.670.4777 
holynativitylax@gmail.com www.holynativityparish.org 
 

Senior Warden  Janet Murry 
Junior Warden  Jerry Gebhardt 
Vestry Members  Kirk Anderson, Ben Davis, Jerry Gebhardt, 

           Janet Murry, Annette Owens, Margie Wakeman Wells 
 

 
 

Altar Guild Director Carol Garvey 
Choir Accompanist and Leader Rose Chen 
FEAST Director (Faith Enrichment and Spiritual Training) Dr. Brad Elliott Stone 
Garden Manager  Anita Banu 
Lay Associate for Pastoral Care Roxanne Hill 
Office Administrator Barbara Kaye 
Treasurer   Benjamin Davis 

 

DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
 

Bishop Diocesan  The Right Reverend John H. Taylor 
Bishop Suffragan  The Right Reverend Diane Jardine-Bruce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We are a community of people who share our joy 

in the peace and love of God with our children and neighbors.   
We support each other as we celebrate God’s blessings in our 

lives through worship, prayer, music, and service to others. 


